
Governor Malloy’s Southbury Training School Task Force met in Moser  
Library at Southbury Training School, Southbury, Connecticut, on  
Wednesday, January 15, 2014.  
 

Attendees:  Terry Macy, DDS Commissioner (Co-Chair) 

Ed Edelson, Southbury First Selectman 

Steven Reviczky, Department of Agriculture Commissioner 

Binu Chandy, DECD Civil Engineer (Representative for Catherine Smith, DECD 

   Commissioner 

Eugene Harvey, STS Director 

  Diana Mennone, STS Guardian 

Hugh Sullivan, Registered Architect, Town of Southbury 

Leslie Kane, Business Representative, Town of Southbury 

Christine M. Pollio Cooney, DDS Guest 

Excused: Ben Barnes, OPM Secretary (Co-Chair) 

Guests: Daniel T. Forrest, Director of Arts & Historic Preservation, DECD 

Richard Harrall, Senior Planner, Milone & MacBroom, Inc. 

  Carlos Ruiz, Project Engineer, Milone & MacBroom, Inc. 

 

Commissioner Macy opened the meeting at 2:35 p.m. with review of the December 18, 2013 

meeting minutes.  It was suggested to amend the minutes regarding ‘Response to 6)’ included in 

the paragraph listing other suggestions received at the Informational Hearing.  It now should read 

“Yes, it is unclear at this time if an additional state university campus would be economically 

feasible.”  The revised minutes were approved and will be available on the DDS website. 

 

Presentation by Daniel T. Forrest: 

Daniel T. Forrest addressed the committee regarding the National Register of Historic Places.  In 

1991 the National Park Service certified that the STS property was determined eligible for the 

National Register.  All 1450 acres are listed on the National and State Register of Historic Places.  

As the committee proceeds with future plans for STS, they must keep in mind all modifications 

must meet National Register of Historic Places standards.  This property is eligible for funding 

programs, such as federal and state tax credits, and grants through the Department of Economic 

and Community Development (DECD).  All use of federal monies must comply with the National 

Historic Preservation Act.  In certain cases demolition can be an option; however, the state would 

need to demonstrate that it made good faith efforts to find alternatives to demolition.  A tax credit 

presentation can be provided to the task force by the DECD at a future date. 

 

The STS farmland that was granted to the Department of Agriculture is not part of the main 

campus study; therefore, that department will meet separately with the DECD. 

 

On the National Register of Historic Places for Southbury Training School is a list of Contributing 

and Non-Contributing properties.  The Historical Preservation Department is not necessarily 

concerned with the Non-Contributing properties; but at the top of the list of the Contributing 

properties are three main buildings referred to as the three crown jewels.  These include the 

Administration Building, Roselle and Crawford. Of these three, Crawford has been closed. The 

more than 30 contributing “cottages” on the campus are smaller and arranged in clusters with some 

of these clusters being identical.  Mr. Forrest suggests the task force consider preserving one 

cluster of cottages (residential buildings) as opposed to preserving one building in separate clusters.  

Milone & MacBroom will add to the Appendix of their Comprehensive Campus Study an overlay 

of the Contributing and Non-Contributing properties. 
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Daniel Forrest suggested that a qualified historical architect be included in the over-all planning of 

the future of STS in order to best embody, restore and save the history of this facility.  Mr. Forrest 

will pass on suggestions for a qualified historical architect to Commissioner Macy.    

 

Report to the Governor:  

Due to a time constraint, Commissioner Macy recommended the committee move onto the subject 

of the timeline for the final report and next steps.  In conversation with Secretary Barnes, it was 

suggested that the Task Force ask for a couple months extension for the report that is due to 

Governor Malloy by January 30, 2014.  Commissioner Macy affirmed his commitment to work 

closely with Mr. Forrest’s department to do everything within reason to maintain the historic 

integrity of the campus.  The direction from Secretary Barnes included using the two month 

extension to determine the need for further consultants or studies and their potential costs.  This 

information will be used to determine the administration’s options that will be sent to the 

legislature.  Commissioner Macy also stressed the need to ensure that the lives of those individuals 

living here are not disrupted by any future plans.   

 

Both Mr. Forrest and Ms. Chandy committed to bringing other staff members from their respective 

offices to STS to assist in remediation assessment and clarification of possible financial incentives 

to help with alternative uses of the campus. 

 

The STS Task Force Committee asked that Milone & MacBroom prepare an estimate for 

conducting a hazardous materials assessment study for the vacant buildings on campus, including 

what a typical scope of services for this task would look like.  Mr. Harrall also made mention that 

they have staff who are certified in making architectural preservation decisions in accordance with 

the Secretary of Interior standards.  

 

A survey will be conducted among the committee members as to the best date for the February 

meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 4:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pam Webb 
Pam Webb, Administrative Assistant 

Director’s Office 

Southbury Training School 


